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Strategies for enabling resilience 
of farming systems need to 
adhere to 6 key principles 

Challenges that threaten the performance of farming systems have put resilience high on the agenda. Actions 
and strategies to stimulate the resilience of farming systems should follow six key principles that describe how 
actors in the farming system and its environment (governments, value chain businesses, banks, advisors and 
others) should act. How these principles translate into concrete recommendations is specific to regions and 
sectors. A co-creation process such as a policy dialogue should be created to develop roadmaps towards 
supporting resilience.  
 
Challenges that threaten the performance of farming systems such as droughts and price drops, originating from stress and 
shocks such climate change, geo-political uncertainty, trade conflicts, changing consumer preferences and also the very recent 
COVID-19 crisis have put resilience higher on the agenda. Ensuring a resilient farming sector was among the prominent goals 
of the European Commission’s proposal for the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) post-2020. The Green Deal, the Farm-to-
Fork Strategy, the Biodiversity Strategy and the EU Recovery and Resilience Plan reinforced the call for enabling resilience.  
Hence, the institutional and socio-economic environment in which farming systems are embedded should stimulate the 
capacities of robustness, adaptability and transformability as well as its anticipating capacity.  
 

SURE-Farm’s 6 key principles for enabling resilience 
SURE-Farm has investigated the resilience of EU farming systems from various points of view and with a diversity of methods. 
Based on its work, SURE-Farm derived principles for enabling resilience and developed more concrete roadmaps towards 
higher farming system resilience. The resilience-enabling principles describe how actors in the farming system and the 
enabling environment should act to foster resilience. They are based on an analysis of the systemic behaviour of the system, 
i.e., the decisions made by the actors within the farming system and within its environment when dealing with challenges in 
the past.  
 
SURE-Farm’s 6 key principles for enabling resilience are 

 
 
 

1. When a FS cannot sufficiently cope with a challenge, the enabling environment should provide 
temporary resources to cope with the adverse consequences of the shock, but only to buy time 
while working on the real remedy.  
 

2. When shocks have occurred, resources should be shifted towards building anticipating capacity as 
well as adaptive and transformative capacity, to prevent addiction to external solutions and to 
increase future coping capacity of the FS. 
 

3. The enabling environment should assist the FS to detect, assess and address long-term trends that 
challenge the FS, in a way that increases future robustness, including through adaptation or 
transformation to that trend in the long run. 
 

4. The enabling environment should foster a potential diversity of responses, rather than focusing too 
much on a limited set of actions strengthening resilience. 
 

5. The ensemble of the FS and its enabling environment should develop a sufficient degree of 
ambidexterity, that is, find a balance in putting resources in immediate versus future challenges. 
 

6. There needs to be more systemic in-depth analysis of the root causes of challenges on the one hand, 
and of the drivers of vulnerability to these challenges on the other hand, to avoid a redefinition of 
the problem and the implementation of solutions that do not fix the real problem. 
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Title 05 
Europe’s agricultural sector faces a range of economic, environmental and social 
challenges. The accumulation of these uncertainties and their potentially 
complex interconnections lead to concerns about the long term viability of 
production of private and public goods, the sustainability of agricultural systems 
and the vitality of rural areas. Importantly, these risks and uncertainties differ 

widely across regions, different types of farms and different farming systems. 
Europe’s agricultural sector faces a range of economic, environmental and social 
challenges.  
 
The accumulation of these uncertainties and their potentially complex 
interconnections lead to concerns about the long term viability of production of 
private and public goods, the sustainability of agricultural systems and the 
vitality of rural areas. Importantly, these risks and uncertainties differ widely 

across regions, different types of farms and different farming systems. 
 

Title 06 
Europe’s agricultural sector faces a range of economic, environmental and social 
challenges. The accumulation of these uncertainties and their potentially 
complex interconnections lead to concerns about the long term viability of 
production of private and public goods, the sustainability of agricultural systems 
and the vitality of rural areas. Importantly, these risks and uncertainties differ 

widely across regions, different types of farms and different farming systems. 
Europe’s agricultural sector faces a range of economic, environmental and social 
challenges.  
 
The accumulation of these uncertainties and their potentially complex 
interconnections lead to concerns about the long term viability of production of 
private and public goods, the sustainability of agricultural systems and the 
vitality of rural areas. Importantly, these risks and uncertainties differ widely 

across regions, different types of farms and different farming systems. 
 
 

Roadmaps towards resilience: need for a policy dialogue 
The systems analysis has led to six principles to guide farming systems and enabling environment actors how to stimulate 
resilience. Translating these principles into concrete recommendations needs to be done through a regional and/or farming 
system specific approach. We advocate to set up a resilience enhancing policy dialogue gathering all relevant actors from a 
farming system and its environment. Policy dialogues, also called roundtables or task forces, bring diverse interest groups 
to the table, focus on an issue that is of common interest, and seek to formulate practical solutions to problems. Within the 
SURE-Farm project, such policy dialogue has been initiated in the form of a participatory roadmap workshop in 11 case-
studies, with the aim to define actions and strategies to enable resilience, based on the defined principles. Recommended 
actions and strategies within the roadmaps that resulted from these workshop are case-study specific. Nonetheless, the 
following 14 common themes are proposed 
 

1. Develop new institutional arrangements within the value chain and promote diversity of marketing channels 
2. Invest resources in product differentiation and new business models 
3. Increase investment in rural development and improve the attractiveness of rural areas, especially to the young 

generation 
4. Improve entrepreneurship of farmers through education, social learning and advisory services and strengthen AKIS 
5. Invest resources in adaptation of farming systems’ production and marketing modes 
6. Create awareness about long term trends and challenges within the farming system 
7. Reward farmers for their contributions to public functions  
8. Develop and maintain a long term vision at farm, farming system and policy level 
9. Invest in impact assessments of alternative (adapted or transformed) farming systems 
10. Develop institutions that allow more flexibility to farming systems  
11. Involve multiple actors in concerted efforts and address the institutional and structural mix rather than to rely on 

single instruments 
12. Stimulate a diversity of pro-active risk management strategies 
13. Facilitate access to land and labour 
14. Support for horizontal and vertical cooperation in rural development programmes 

 
A broad range of stakeholders, farmers and policy makers share SURE-Farm’s perception that enhancing resilience is 
necessary and urgent. SURE-Farm is convinced that by addressing its six key principles and adopting its wider set of 
recommendations, stakeholders and policy makers, in a concerted effort, can enhance the resilience capacities of Europe’s 
farming systems towards the future.  

 
Note for editors 
For further information about the SURE-Farm project, visit the website: http://surefarmproject.eu  
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